Duruthu Perahera

e About Duruthu Perahera

e The Duruthu Perahera commemorates Lord Buddha's first visit to Sri Lanka, which is believed
to have taken place in the month of Duruthu (January). The festival at the Kelaniya Raja Maha
Vihara is a grand procession featuring:

e Traditional Dancers and Drummers: Showcasing Kandyan, low-country, and Sabaragamuwa
dance forms.

e Decorated Elephants: Adorned in colorful garments and lights.

e Religious Ceremonies: Reflecting the rich Buddhist heritage of Sri Lanka.

e Tips for Attending Duruthu Perahera

e Dress Modestly: Ensure shoulders and knees are covered when visiting temples.

e Arrive Early: Secure a good spot to view the procession.

e Stay Hydrated: Carry water and stay hydrated during the event.

e Respect Local Customs: Follow local customs and be respectful during religious ceremonies.

¢ This itinerary combines cultural immersion, sightseeing, and relaxation, providing a
memorable experience around the Duruthu Perahera in Sri Lanka.

Here's a 4-day tour itinerary centered around the Duruthu Perahera, held at the Kelaniya Raja
Maha Vihara near Colombo:

Day 1: Arrival in Colombo

Morning/Afternoon: Arrive at Bandaranaike International Airport, Colombo.
e Transfer: Head to your hotel in Colombo and check-in.

e Evening: Explore Colombo city, visiting landmarks such as Galle Face Green, Independence
Square, and the Gangaramaya Temple.

e Dinner: Enjoy a meal at a local restaurant.
e Overnight: Stay at a hotel in Colombo.
Day 2: Colombo Sightseeing

e Morning: Visit the Colombo National Museum and Viharamahadevi Park.



Lunch: Have lunch at a café or restaurant in Colombo.
Afternoon: Visit Pettah Market for shopping and a taste of local life.

Evening: Head to the Kelaniya Raja Maha Vihara to attend the Duruthu Perahera. Experience
the vibrant procession with traditional dancers, drummers, and decorated elephants.

Overnight: Stay at a hotel in Colombo.

Day 3: Day Trip to Galle

Morning: Travel to Galle (approximately 2.5 hours from Colombo).

Late Morning: Explore the Galle Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Walk along the fort walls,
visit the Galle Lighthouse, and explore the Dutch Reformed Church.

Lunch: Enjoy a meal at a café within the fort.
Afternoon: Visit the Maritime Archaeology Museum and browse the local shops.
Evening: Return to Colombo.

Overnight: Stay at a hotel in Colombo.

Day 4: Departure

Morning: Relax and enjoy breakfast at your hotel.
Late Morning: Optional visit to the Kelaniya Temple for a more in-depth exploration.

Afternoon: Travel back to Bandaranaike International Airport for departure



